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"  May  11,  1942 

SUBJECT:  "CONSERVE  YOUR  ELECTRIC  IRON."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Hone 
Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Tour  electric  iron  gets  the  most  constant  use  of  any  of  your  electric 
appliances.    If  you  use  it  properly  and  keep  it  in  good  condition,  it  will  give  you 
years  of  efficient  service.    But  since  there  are  now  war-time  restrictions  on 
electric  irons  and  all  eleetric  appliances,  it's  extra  important  to  know  how  to 
take  the  "best  care  of  your  iron,  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to  have  one. 

The  home  economists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  have  gathered 
a  few  practical  suggestions  on  prolonging  the  life  and  usefulness  of  electri*  irons. 
You  can  also  conserve  your  electric  current  if  you  use  your  iron  correctly,  and 
you'll  save  clothing  and  household  articles  that  have  to  he  ironed,  to  say  nothing 
of  your  own  time  ^nd  energy. 

If  you  already  have  an  iron,  presumably  you  use  it  now  on  the  right  kind  of 
circuit  with  the  proper  voltage  as  indicated  on  the  name  plate  of  your  iron.  But 
you  may  move.    Lofcs  of  people  are  moving  these  days.    Before  you  plug  your  iron 
in  when  you  get  to  the  new  place,  "be  sure  to  check  on  fas  kind  of  current  there. 
Thermostatically  controlled  irons  are  "built  to  operate  on  alternating  current. 
You'll  ruin  the  iron  if  you  plug  it  into  direct  current. 

tjse  your  iron  on  a  convenience  outlet  if  you  can,  pref erahly  an  outlet  in 
the  wall  a  little  ahove  the  level  of  your  ironing  board,  and  so  placed  that  you  can 
set  the  hoard  parallel  to  the  wall.     That's  the  best  position  for  ironing,  to  keep 
the  -*ord  from  dragging  and  rubbing  while  you  work. 

Sometimes  a  licht  socket  or  a  drop  *ord  is  the  only  availahle  connection. 
Neither  one  is  built  to  carry  enough  current  for  an  electric  iron.     If  you  have 


to  use  such  an  outlet,  you  won't  hurt  the  iron,  hut  it  may  heat  more  slowly  than 
on  a  proper  convenience  outlet.     That  me*ns  longer  hours  of  work  for  you.  And 
you  may  eventually  hurt  the  socket  and  break  down  the  insulation.    That  might  make 
the  socket  unsafe,  so  that  snyonc  who  touched  it  would  ret  n  shock. 

Your  main  concerns  in  caring  for  your  electric  iron  are:  To  protect  it  fror 
any  possible  damage  to  the  heating  clement  and  delicate  mechanism  inside  the  body, 
or  to  the  smooth  sole  plate;  and  to  keep  it  clean. 

The  three  worst  things  that  can  happen  to  an  electric  iron  are  overheating 
it,  dropping,  it,  or  putting  it  in  water. 

Careless  overheating  of  your  iron  not  only  wastes  current  and  cpuscs  a  fire 
hazard.     It  is  hard  on  the  heating  element  in  the  iron.     In  time  it  may  cause  a 
breakdown  of  the  heater  wire.     Very  high  temperatures  also  discolor  the  sole  plate 
Sometimes  the  plating  of  a  cheap  iron  peels  off .  "• 

The  way  most  people  let  irons  overheat  is  leaving  them  attached  when  they 
stop  to  answer  the  doorbeel  or  the  telephone  or  to  attend  to  anything  else.  When 
you  stop  unexpectedly  you  may  forget  to  come  directly  hack.    So  form  the,  habit  o£ p 
disconnect  in-  the  iron  from  the  outlet  every  time  you  le^vo  the  ironing  board  for 
any  reason.     It  takes  less  than  two  minutes  for  most  irons  to  heat  again  to  the 
required  degree. 

Incidently,  when  you  disconnect  the  iron,  take  hold  of  the  plug,  don't  pull 
on  the  cord.    That  may  loosen  wires  from  their  connection  with  the  heating  element 
and  the  iron  won't  heat.    When  you  put  the  iron  away  for  the  day,  always  t^ke  the 
plug  of  a  detachable  cord  out  of  the  wall  outlet  before  you  remove  the  plug  from 
the  iron  itself.    Pulling  the  cord  off  the  iron  while  the  current  is  still  flowing 
may  pit  the  terminals  and  eventually  ruin  them.     If  the  cord  is  attached  permanen* 
ly  to  the  iron,  make  sure  the  iron  is  cold  before  you  wrap  the  cord  around  it. 
Otherwise  you  may  hurt  the  cord  insulation. 


Pfotobly  more  irons  are  hurt  hy  falling  or  heir*:  dropped  than  Pny  other  -ay. 
I  fall  may  cause  a  broken  connection  inside,  so  the  iron  won't  heat.    Or  it  may 
injure  the  thermostat  and  throw  it  out  of  adjustment.    It  may  scratch  or  nick  the 
solo  plate  so  that  the  iron  etches  in  delicto  fahrics.    It  may  chip  or  crack  the 
handle. 

Set  your  iron  down  f  irmly  on  s  stand  to  protect  tho  ironing  ho-rd,  or  >on  itr 
heel.     If  you  put  it  on  p  sliopcry  surface,  or  on  a.  window  sill,  it's  surely 
[riding  for -fall".    Or  if  you  stretch  the  cord  across  a  space  where  people  must 
pass.    Sooner  or  later  someone  will  catch  on  that  cord  and  pull  the  iron  to  the  .  . 
floor. 

Nevgr  put  an  electric  iron  into  water,  because  of  the  heating  element  insid" 
it.    This  goes  for  any  kind  of  electric  appliance.     Like  all  of  then,-  ymr  toaste? 
or  waffle  iron  or  coffee  pot-to  keer>  your  appliance  clean,  let  it  cool,  *nc"  then 
just  wipe  it  off  carefully  with  a  damp  cloth. 

If  you  find  starch  s^ots  on  tho  sole  plate,  you  mi,ght  try  p  cloth  wrung  fro- 
soapsuds  or  -  very  mild  scoring  powder  like  whiting  or  silver  polish.    Or  ruh  the 
sr»ots  lighty  with  grade  oo  steel  wool.    Finish  cleaning  by  wiping  the  iron  with 
a  cloth  -run-  from  cle=r  water  -nd  polish  with  a  dry  cloth. 

If  the  iron  sticks  a  little  while  you  arc  ironing,  ruh  the  sole  plate  lightl 
with  paraffin  or  beeswax  to  smooth  it.    Once  a  month  wax  the  iron  with  paraffin  or 
be3SlpPX  ^hiie  it  is  still  -am.    Tipe  off  any  excess  -ax  with  -  soft  p-per  or  clot: 

Store  your  iron  in  p  clean,  dry  spot  protected  fro-,  dust,  preferably  with 
your  ironing  equipment.     Some  women  h*ve  the  hahit  of  storing  their  electric  irons 
in  the  kitchen  rrnge  oven,  tut  there's  always -the  danger  the.t  someone  will  light  w 
the  oven  without  knowing  the  iron  is  there.    And  that  would  he  just  too  bad— for  t 
iron! 
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